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Captivate with Key Components!
Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key
•
•
•
•

Pages 3-15

One quiz for each section (72 total)
Two tests for each chapter (46 total)
One test for each unit (4 total)
One test for each branch of the government (3 total)

Extending the Lesson: Analyzing Documents and Cartoons Pages 17-21
• For each chapter, one or two complete lessons
that extend the analysis of key concepts
• In each lesson, one or more of the following items plus
reflection questions for students:
–Primary source documents
–News articles debating current issues
–Political cartoons
• Answers in the back of the book
Constitution Workbook

Pages 23-29

• 40 complete lessons that expand the discussion
of key constitutional principles
• Focused content plus interesting activities
designed to connect students with the living Constitution
• Teacher’s Edition displays the answers in color

Guided Reading Workbook

Pages 31-46

• For each section, one outlining activity, and one handout
summarizing key points in simple language for students
who read below grade level
• For each chapter, two vocabulary activities and one
or two graphic organizer activities
• Teacher’s Edition displays answers in color
Lesson Plans
• Detailed plans for every section
• Room for notes on each page
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Pages 47-55

Assessment Book
Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key

Vince Willaredt
Christine Venzon
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1 QUIZ
Completion
Complete each statement. (2 points each)
1.

The system of _________________________ gives each branch of government a little control over
the other branches.

2.

Although the name refers only to a central government, _________________________ is a political
system in which the states figure prominently.

3.

In the philosophy of _________________________, a government is legitimate only if the people
say it is.

4.

The power of _________________________ shows how the Constitution allows its branches to
grow: it appeared about twenty-five years after the document was ratified.

5.

If a rule or condition appears as a(n) _________________________ of the Constitution, you know
it was part of the original document.

6.

Changes in the Constitution made after its ratification appear as _________________________.

7.

The _________________________ says the Constitution is a social contract of the people of the
United States.

8.

A constitutional _________________________ prevents one branch of government from assuming
the powers of another.

9.

Avoiding the problem of ineffective government on one hand and oppressive government on the
other is the idea behind _________________________.

10.

4

Being under the _________________________ means that Congress must obey any legislation
it passes.
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 2 QUIZ
Matching
Match each item with the statement describing it. (2 points each)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

appellate jurisdiction
Article I
Article II
Article III
bicameral
elastic clause
executive branch
House of Representatives

i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.

judiciary
legislative supremacy
legislature
Marbury v. Madison
parliamentary system
Senate
Section 8

1. _____ This legislative model prolongs the lawmaking process.
2. _____ This chamber of Congress was designed to have a stabilizing effect on lawmaking.
3. _____ This part of the Constitution explains the duties of the executive office.
4. _____ In this type of government, the legislature sometimes acts as both lawmaker and electoral
college.
5. _____ This congressional chamber was designed to be more sensitive to popular opinion.
6. _____ This is the standard for a law’s constitutionality in the absence of a judicial branch.
7. _____ Constitutionally, leadership in this branch of government is limited to advice and support.
8. _____ This part of the Constitution created the Supreme Court.
9. _____ This branch of the government has the most constitutional leeway.
10. _____ This part of the Constitution details the powers of the legislature.

© EMC Publishing, LLC
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3 QUIZ
Completion
Complete each statement. (2 points each)
1.

A presidential _________________________ limits, but does not undo, acts of Congress.

2.

A system of _________________________ allows each branch of government to act as a watchdog
over the others.

3.

The Supreme Court helped define its own purpose with its ruling on
_________________________.

4.

The process of constitutional _________________________ shows that Congress’s power is limited
not only by other federal branches but also by the states.

5.

Although it is not practiced absolutely in the American government, _________________________
does clearly prevent each branch from assuming certain powers.

6.

Declaring a law unconstitutional is one way the _________________________ limits the power of
Congress.

7.

Removing an official through _________________________ is a check that Congress keeps on both
the Supreme Court and the presidency.

8.

Framers of the Constitution set up three separate branches to avoid the
_________________________ that allowed British monarchs to become tyrants.

9.

10.

_________________________ deserves much of the credit for the safeguards against tyranny
written into the Constitution.
The Constitution gives the president the title of commander in chief, but it gives the
_________________________ the power to declare and fund wars.
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 4 QUIZ
Completion
Complete each statement. (2 points each)
1.

The _________________________ method of changing the Constitution has been used successfully
twenty-seven times.

2.

In an emergency, the president could “duck” the Senate’s right to reject a treaty by entering into
a(n) _________________________.

3.

Although it’s not required, _________________________ has become part of the constitutional
process for approving federal judges.

4.

_________________________ can amend the Constitution by passing laws needed to carry out
powers that the document gives it.

5.

If a rule change has enough popular support, the people can urge members of Congress to propose
it at a(n) _________________________.

6.

The national government can change the way we _________________________ the Constitution.

7.

The _________________________ can amend the Constitution by deciding that a certain right or
duty is allowed by an existing amendment.

8.

The states can add a constitutional amendment by a majority vote at their
_________________________.

9.

Some state constitutions can be amended by the citizen-to-citizen effort of approving a(n)
_________________________.

10.

Because it represents a major change in the rules of government, amending the Constitution
requires the approval of _________________________ of the states.

© EMC Publishing, LLC
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, TEST A
True/False
Indicate whether the statement is true or false. (1 point each)
1. _____ The Constitution has been amended without use of the constitutional process.
2. _____ A conservative approach to lawmaking is a quality associated with a unicameral legislature.
3. _____ A two-chamber legislature demonstrates the principle of separation of powers.
4. _____ As it is described in the Constitution, the United States court system could have taken any
number of different forms.
5. _____ The elastic clause in the Constitution suggests that its framers wanted Congress to be stronger
than it had been under the Articles of Confederation.

Matching
Match each item with the statement describing it. (2 points each)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

amendment
article
checks and balances
electoral college
federalism
formal amendment

g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

fusion of power
judicial power
judicial review
legislative supremacy
limited government

l.
m.
n.
o.
h.

parliamentary system
popular sovereignty
Preamble
presidential system
judicial power

6. _____ one of the first seven “rules” of the Constitution
7. _____ method of changing the Constitution that requires approval of state legislatures
8. _____ body created by the Constitution that votes directly for presidential candidates
9. _____ form of government where the executive office is determined independently of the legislature
10. _____ political strategy of giving each branch of government some control over the others
11. _____ political philosophy that states the right to govern is given or taken away by the people
12. _____ power-sharing arrangement between regional and national governments
13. _____ act of determining whether a law violates the Constitution
14. _____ the sharing or overlapping of roles between different branches of government
15. _____ government model in which the executive office depends more on the legislature than the
people for power
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Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
(3 points each)
16. _____ To pass the law that set up the federal court system, Congress used
a. the Constitution’s intentional vagueness.
b. the tradition of informal amendment.
c. the “necessary and proper” clause.
d. All of the above
17. _____ The Constitution’s briefness shows its framers’ concern that it be
a. understandable to the people.
b. useful for the future.
c. ratified and carried out quickly.
d. All of the above
18. _____ What was the main concern for the framers of the Constitution in setting up an executive
office?
a. establishing an order of succession
b. giving the president too much power
c. preventing immigrants from holding the office
d. creating political division
19. _____ The electoral college is an example of
a. indirect and direct democracy.
b. informal and formal amendment.
c. separation of powers and fusion of powers.
d. original jurisdiction and appellate jurisdiction.
20. _____ Why is the Preamble an important part of the Constitution?
a. It abolishes the Articles of Confederation.
b. It declares that the Constitution has been democratically ratified.
c. It affirms the people’s right to self-governance.
d. It establishes the three branches of the government.
21. _____ Which argument was not used to support the idea of appointing a president for life?
a. An unelected president was less likely to let popular opinion influence his decisions.
b. A lifetime appointee wouldn’t worry about winning Congress’s approval.
c. The decision of the person to lead the country was too important to be left to the people.
d. Appointments prevented a wealthy candidate from “buying” the election.
22. _____ Under the Constitution, how was the judiciary created to be “the least dangerous” branch?
a. The Supreme Court would make few decisions, compared to the other branches.
b. The Court was empowered to judge, but not interfere with, another branch’s actions.
c. The requirements for appointment to the Court favored older, less activist judges.
d. The Court’s decision needed a larger proportion of votes compared to the legislature.
23. _____ Which act is not part of the essential responsibilities of a government?
a. A candidate campaigns for a political office.
b. A legislature debates a spending bill.
c. An executive signs a law passed by the legislature.
d. The judiciary narrows the situations where a law can be applied.

© EMC Publishing, LLC
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24. _____ “[T]he Government is merely a servant -- merely a temporary servant; it cannot be its
prerogative [right] to determine what is right and what is wrong, and decide who is a patriot
and who isn’t. Its function is to obey orders, not originate them.” (Documents Related to
“Diaries Antedating the Flood”)
The above quote from Mark Twain describes what principle of the Constitution?
a. separation of powers
b. popular sovereignty
c. limited government
d. federalism
25. _____ Which one of these acts would be enforceable under the Constitution?
a. The Supreme Court votes to impeach the president.
b. Congress votes to lower a tax on imported goods.
c. The president orders a Supreme Court justice to resign.
d. Congress rejects a presidential pardon.

26. _____ The chart above summarizes Articles I through III of the French Constitution. Where would
you expect to find the same information in the American Constitution?
a. the Preamble
b. the articles
c. the amendments
d. All of the above
27. _____ Authorization for emergency spending to help victims of a natural disaster would stand the
best chance of passing in a(n)
a. bicameral legislature.
b. unicameral legislature.
c. parliamentary system.
d. original jurisdiction.
28. _____ How are amendments arranged in the Constitution?
a. alphabetically
b. by length
c. by importance
d. in the order in which they were adopted
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29. _____ What two constitutional principles does the above cartoon illustrate?
a. federalism and bicameral legislation
b. popular sovereignty and the electoral college
c. checks and balances and separation of powers
d. judicial review and original jurisdiction
30. _____ Which is an example of a legislative check on another branch?
a. impeaching an official
b. vetoing a bill
c. pardoning a convicted person
d. declaring a law unconstitutional

Short Answer
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. ( 5 points each)
31.

Why did the framers of the Constitution describe the legislative branch in such detail?

32.

Explain the relationship between the principles of separation of powers and checks and balances.

Essay
Answer one of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. (10 points)
33.

Contrast the requirements and terms of each house of Congress. How do these conditions relate to
the particular qualities each chamber was designed to have?

34.

Compare the ways U.S. senators were elected before and after the Seventeenth Amendment. What
change in political attitude does this change in process reflect?

Answer one of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. (10 points)
35.

Contrast the two basic ways of amending the Constitution.

36.

Describe unicameral and bicameral legislatures. What are the advantages and disadvantages of each one?

© EMC Publishing, LLC
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, TEST B
Modified True/False
Indicate whether the statement is true or false. If false, change the identified word or
phrase to make the statement true. (1 point each)
1. _____ As the presidential system creates separation of powers, the parliamentary system leads to
executive agreement. _________________________
2. _____ According to the theory of popular sovereignty, a leader who governs without the people’s
support has no real authority over them. _________________________
3. _____ Having state leaders ask Congress to call a special session demonstrates that amending the
Constitution can start on the local level. _________________________
4. _____ The first three amendments of the Constitution outline the powers and functions of the
branches of government. _________________________
5. _____ Amendments to the Constitution are first proposed in Congress and then sent to the courts.
_________________________

Completion
Complete each statement. (2 points each)
6.

Congress’s _________________________ legislature was based on the belief that society’s elite and
the average citizens had different concerns and interests.

7.

In the parliamentary system, a vote of _________________________ can end a leader’s term more
quickly and for less cause than impeachment.

8.

The first ten amendments, which detail the rights guaranteed every American citizen, reinforce the
constitutional principle of _________________________ government.

9.

10.

In defining the _________________________ branch in the Constitution, the founders wanted to
avoid the mistakes of the Articles of Confederation.
The Constitution tries to balance states’ rights with central authority by applying the principle of
_________________________.
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Matching
Match each item with the statement describing it. (2 points each)
a.
b.
c.
d.

appellate jurisdiction
appointment
impeachment
judicial review

e.
f.
g.
h.

legislative supremacy
party discipline
ratification
veto

11. _____ executive’s check on legislature not available in the parliamentary system
12. _____ legislature’s ultimate check on a president or Supreme Court justice
13. _____ Senate’s influence on the president’s treaty making
14. _____ Supreme Court’s influence in lawmaking
15. _____ president’s power to influence the Supreme Court’s makeup

Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
(3 points each)
16. _____ Which situation is an example of fusion of powers?
a. A senator sits on two different congressional committees.
b. The Supreme Court overturns a ruling made by a lower court.
c. A federal judge is elected to Congress.
d. State legislatures ask Congress to propose a constitutional amendment.
17. _____ Which of these aspects of the parliamentary system violates the principle of separation of
powers?
a. The prime minister is a member of the legislature.
b. The prime minister can call an election when the timing benefits his or her party.
c. Parliament can force the prime minister out of office by a vote of no confidence.
d. All of the above
18. _____ Why was federalism an important issue to the Constitution’s framers?
a. They worried that popular officials would be reelected too often.
b. They wanted to promote direct democracy wherever possible.
c. They wanted to discourage the formation of political parties.
d. Their experience had proved the need for a strong central government.
19. _____ What would a complete separation of powers result in?
a. a parliamentary system
b. a breakdown in party discipline
c. a republican government
d. a lack of checks and balances

© EMC Publishing, LLC
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20. _____ What was the founders’ reason for giving the Senate and House of Representatives different
term lengths?
a. to balance the influence of large and small states
b. to prevent less capable people from being elected
c. to create a stable yet responsive government
d. to encourage more people to participate in government
21. _____ How does the Constitution carry out James Madison’s idea of a “republican remedy”?
a. It allows government to govern itself.
b. It includes a bill of rights.
c. It creates an indirect democracy.
d. None of the above

22. _____ The chart above summarizes Articles I through III of the French Constitution. How do they
differ from the first three articles of the American Constitution?
a. They guarantee the right to representative government.
b. They outlaw racial and religious discrimination.
c. They specify a national language.
d. All of the above
23. _____ How did writing the “broad powers clause” show the founders’ faith in Congress?
a. It relies on senatorial courtesy between political parties.
b. It requires Congress to work well with the President.
c. It expects members of Congress to have strong religious convictions.
d. It lets Congress decide what actions are needed for its constitutional duties.
24. _____ Why was the electoral college created?
a. to let state legislatures elect senators
b. to carry out the people’s will in a presidential election
c. to determine each state’s representation in the House of Representatives
d. to choose the winner in a close election
25. _____ Edmund Randolph feared that a single executive
a. would become too powerful.
b. couldn’t handle all of the office’s duties.
c. would be too dependent on Congress.
d. couldn’t represent the diverse American public.
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26. _____ Article II of the Constitution gives the executive branch all of these duties except
a. making treaties.
b. calling a special election.
c. appointing ambassadors.
d. addressing Congress.
27. _____ According to some political observers, which problem is a result of easy amendment processes?
a. They give the majority party too much power.
b. State constitutions become too localized, threatening national unity.
c. A regulation that was once useful becomes a burden over time.
d. A candidate bases a campaign on a constitutional change, ignoring other issues.
28. _____ Losing the support of one’s own party can be most damaging to a leader in a(n)
a. presidential system.
b. parliamentary system.
c. bicameral legislature.
d. unicameral legislature.
29. _____ Why is it sometimes necessary to amend the Constitution by legislation?
a. to temporarily expand the Constitution
b. to give the states more influence in federal policy
c. to correct or refine a formally approved amendment
d. to allow the government to carry out its constitutional duties
30. _____ Which is not included in the Constitution’s description of the executive office?
a. a four-year term
b. direct election by the people
c. citizenship and residency requirements
d. informing Congress on the state of the country

Short Answer
Answer one of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper (5 points)

31.

What two constitutional principles does the cartoon above refer to? Does the cartoonist think the
Supreme Court is faithful to these principles? Explain your answers.

© EMC Publishing, LLC
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32.

“[T]he Government is merely a servant -- merely a temporary servant; it cannot
be its prerogative [right] to determine what is right and what is wrong, and decide
who is a patriot and who isn’t. Its function is to obey orders, not originate them.”
(Documents Related to “Diaries Antedating the Flood”)
The above quote is from Mark Twain. What constitutional principle does it describe? If it were
in the Constitution, where would you expect to find it: in the Preamble, the articles, or the
amendments? Explain your answer.

Essay
Answer one of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper (10 points)
33.

Imagine Congress passed a law requiring all public schools to serve bologna sandwiches twice a
week. How might this trigger a sequence of checks and balances between the three branches of
government? How is each action a check on a certain branch?

34.

What were the founders’ main concerns when setting up the executive branch? How did the various
ideas they considered, including the one they chose, answer those concerns?

Answer one of the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. (10 points)

16

35.

Tell whether you agree or disagree with this statement: “Deep down, the framers of the Constitution
did not really trust the American people to choose good leaders.” Cite information from the chapter
to support your answer.

36.

Given the powers assigned by the Constitution, which branch of government do you think has the
potential for making the biggest difference in people’s lives? Cite information from the chapter to
support your answer.
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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3
LESSON 5

Documents: Executive Power in Nazi Germany and
Modern Russia
Not all countries limit the power of the government as the U.S. Constitution does. The
German Constitution allowed its president to suspend basic rights in an emergency.
That provision opened the door for Adolf Hitler, head of the Nazi Party, to seize
control of the government. In 1933, Hitler—newly elected as chancellor, or head of the
German government—created a false crisis and then convinced the president to declare
an emergency and suspend basic rights. Then Hitler convinced the Duma (legislature)
to pass a law giving him and his cabinet broad powers. The powers granted to Russia’s
president by its constitution also can be contrasted with those of the U.S. president.

Three Documents from Germany, 1919–1933
German Constitution, 1919
If public safety and order in Germany are
materially disturbed or endangered, the President
may take the necessary measures to restore
public safety and order, and, if necessary, to
intervene with the help of the armed forces. To
this end he may temporarily suspend, in whole
or in part, the fundamental rights established in
Articles 114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124, and 153.
Presidential Decree, 1933
Sections 114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124, and
153 of the Constitution of the German Reich are
suspended until further notice. Thus, restrictions
on personal liberty [114], on the right of free
expression of opinion, including freedom of the
press [118], on the right of assembly and the right
of association [124], and violations of the privacy
of postal, telegraphic, and telephonic communications [117], and warrants for house-searches [115],
orders for confiscation as well as restrictions on

property [153], are also permissible beyond the
legal limits otherwise prescribed.
Enabling Act, 1933
The Reichstag [the lower house of the legislature]
has passed the following law … after it has been
established that it satisfies the requirements for
legislation altering the Constitution.
ARTICLE 1. In addition to the procedure for the
passage of legislation outlined in the Constitution,
the Reich Cabinet is also authorized to enact Laws. …
ARTICLE 2. The national laws enacted by the
Reich Cabinet may deviate from the Constitution
provided they do not affect the position of the
Reichstag and the Reichsrat. The powers of the
President remain unaffected.
ARTICLE 3. The national laws enacted by the
Reich Cabinet shall be prepared by the Chancellor
and published in the official gazette. They come
into effect, unless otherwise specified, upon the
day following their publication. …

From the Constitution of the Russian Federation, 1993
Article 84
The President of the Russian Federation shall:
a. announce elections to the State Duma
according to the Constitution of the
Russian Federation and the federal law;

18

b.

c.
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dissolve the State Duma in cases and
according to the rules fixed by the
Constitution of the Russian Federation;
announce a referendum according to
rules fixed by federal constitutional law;
© EMC Publishing, LLC

d.
e.
f.

submit bills to the State Duma;
sign and make public the federal laws;
address the Federal Assembly with
annual messages on the situation in
the country, on the guidelines of the
internal and foreign policy of the State.

Article 85
1. The President of the Russian Federation
may use conciliatory procedures to solve
disputes between the bodies of state
authority of the Russian Federation. …
2. The President of the Russian Federation
shall have the right to suspend acts of the
Bodies of executive power … of the Russian
Federation in case these acts contradict the
Constitution of the Russian Federation and
the federal laws, international commitments
of the Russian Federation or violate the rights
and freedoms of man and citizen until the
issue is solved by a corresponding court. …
Article 87
1. The President of the Russian Federation
shall be the Supreme Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces …
2. In case of an aggression against the Russian
Federation or of a direct threat of aggression

the President … shall introduce in the territory
of the Russian Federation or in its certain parts
a martial law. …
Article 88
The President of the Russian Federation,
in circumstances and according to the rules
envisaged by the federal constitutional law, shall
introduce a state of emergency in the territory of
the Russian Federation or in its certain parts. …
Article 90
1. The President of the Russian Federation
shall issue decrees and orders.
2. The decrees and orders of the President of
the Russian Federation shall be obligatory
for fulfillment in the whole territory of the
Russian Federation.
3. Decrees and orders of the President of the
Russian Federation shall not run counter to
the Constitution of the Russian Federation
and the federal laws.
Article 91
The President of the Russian Federation shall
possess immunity [from prosecution]. …

Analyze the Documents
1.

If the rights suspended by the German president’s decree of 1933 were suspended in the United
States, what amendments in the U.S. Bill of Rights would be affected?
________________________________________________________________________________

2.

How did the Enabling Act give Hitler power to act swiftly against any person or group?
________________________________________________________________________________

3.

How does the power of the Russian president over the Duma compare to that of the U.S. president
over Congress? How much power does the Russian president have over all parts of the government?
________________________________________________________________________________

4.

Do you think the powers of the Russian president more closely resemble those given to Hitler or
those granted by the U.S. Constitution to the U.S. president? Explain your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________

© EMC Publishing, LLC

Extending the Lesson

19

Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 4
LESSON 6

Debate: Should the Courts Interpret the U.S.
Constitution Narrowly?
In the American system of government, justices decide whether laws and government
actions fit within the U.S. Constitution. What standards should justices use for their
decisions? Some legal thinkers say justices should give the Constitution a narrow
interpretation, limiting themselves to the founders’ original intent. These people, called
originalists, ask themselves what the founders of the Constitution or the writers of the
amendments had in mind. Other people argue that the Constitution should have a
broader interpretation. They say the founders could not have imagined how American
life would change over time.

Yes
[Justice Antonin] Scalia is deservedly held in
high regard for his intellect and wit and writing
ability. … [B]ut to see his unique contribution
as a justice, it is necessary to place his arrival at
the Court in historical context. Someday it may
be said of Scalia that he was the justice who
pioneered the effort to put the text back into
statutory law, and the Constitution back into
constitutional law.
Judges make their appearance in Article III of
the Constitution, which vests “the judicial power”
in “one Supreme Court.” … [I]t is a power that
the Framers understood as limited. Judges, they
believed, shouldn’t make law, since that authority
belongs to the people and is to be exercised
through their elected representatives. …
The growth of judicial power [that began
in the 1940s] is in an important sense a story
of liberties taken with texts—specifically of the
refusal by justices to follow the text of laws as
understood at the time of their enactment and
of the willingness by courts to “interpret” the law
in light of various extratextual considerations. …
The people’s text, whether made by majorities or,

in the case of the Constitution, supermajorities,
would be displaced by the judges’ text. The
justices became lawmakers. …
Scalia says that a judge should gather the
meaning of a statute from the text of the law, that
is, its actual words. A non-lawyer might think this
is to state the obvious. But in the 1940s, the U.S.
Reports began to thicken with cases in which the
justices “interpreted” a statute by moving beyond
its text to its supposed “intent” or “purpose” or
“spirit,” …
Scalia is a textualist, since he starts with a legal
text, the Constitution. And he is an “originalist,”
since he seeks the “original meaning” of the
text. He does so not by pursuing the subjective
intentions of individual framers, but by asking
how the text was understood by the society that
adopted it.…
Scalia qualifies his textualist approach when the
original meaning of a provision is inconclusive. A
good judge, in his view, will not take the lack of
clarity as an invitation to make law but instead
consider legal tradition—common law decisions
and laws enacted by the states. …

—Terry Eastland, “The ‘Good Judge,’” Weekly Standard
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No
For the last fifteen years or so, Justice Antonin
Scalia and his sympathizers … have dominated
discussion and debate over how best to interpret
the Constitution. … Their preferred methodology,
“originalism” … essentially requires courts to
follow the original meaning of constitutional
text. … Courts should accordingly determine
how the provisions were understood at the time
they were ratified, and that understanding should
guide decisions. … [In this view,] applying the
text as originally understood is the only method
by which courts can claim to be applying the law,
rather than the individual preferences of those
sitting as judges. …
[O]riginalism … may be self-defeating and
incoherent. … If originalism simply requires
imagining how members of the Founding
generation would answer constitutional questions,
we can imagine getting answers to at least some
of the questions. For example, … if we asked
reasonably educated people in the 1870s whether
the Equal Protection Clause [of the Fourteenth
Amendment] banned sex discrimination, we can
imagine that they would say no. But there are two
problems with this approach.

The first is that it may be improper and
inaccurate to construct the originalism thought
experiment by posing specific questions to
ratifiers. … [I]f we want to get at the actual
meaning of the text, we would want to ask the
relevant ratifiers whether they meant to set out
a general principle or freeze current expectations
or legal rules. … Using the Equal Protection
Clause as an example, rather than ask whether
they think sex discrimination is banned by the
Clause, we would want to ask the ratifiers if they
meant to set out a general principle that prevents
the denial of equal protection, a principle that
might lead to different results over time, as new
social understandings about the role of men and
women in society emerge.
The second point is that it is silly to try to
imagine how ratifiers would feel about situations
or technologies that they never encountered or
imagined [such as wiretaps]. …
[O]riginalism becomes a largely meaningless
if not silly enterprise if it entails an imaginary
conversation with ratifiers, where the ratifiers are
asked to play the role of judge in a contemporary
dispute.…

—James E. Ryan, “Does It Take a Theory?” Stanford Law Review

Seeing Both Sides
1.

Why is the view represented by Justice Scalia called originalist?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2.

Why does Ryan say that originalism cannot always work?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

You Decide
3.

Suppose you were a U.S. senator who had to vote on a nominee for U.S. Supreme Court justice.
That nominee believes in originalism. Would you vote to confirm the nominee? Explain your
answer.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
LESSON 5

The Purpose and Framework of the U.S. Constitution
We the people of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States
of America.
—The Preamble of the U.S. Constitution
Written in 1787 and ratified in 1789, the U.S. Constitution established the framework
for the U.S. government that is still used today. The document has been amended
only 17 times, not including the first ten amendments of the Bill of Rights.

Activity 1
Working on your own, answer the following questions.
1.

Read the Preamble again. In your own words, how would you summarize the reasons for writing the
Constitution?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2.

Use the text of the Constitution found in your textbook’s Reference Section to complete Figure 5.1,
outlining the purposes of the articles of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The purpose for
Article I has been supplied as an example.

Figure 5.1. Purposes of the Articles and Bill of Rights
Part of the Constitution
Article I

Purpose
Outline the legislative branch

Article II
Article III
Article IV
Article V
Article VI
Article VII
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Part of the Constitution

Purpose

The Bill of Rights
Amendment 1
Amendment 2
Amendment 3
Amendment 4
Amendment 5
Amendment 6
Amendment 7
Amendment 8
Amendment 9
Amendment 10

Activity 2
Working with a small group, review the purpose of the Constitution, the general
topics addressed in the document, and the organizations the document controls (for
example, Congress and the president). Then create a metaphor for the Constitution
by comparing it to a sporting event (such as a baseball game or a soccer game),
a theatrical play, or a school. Sketch your metaphor, and label the metaphorical
relationships as you go. Here are some questions to get you started:
1.
2.
3.

If the Constitution is the rulebook for the government, what is its equivalent
in your metaphor?
The Constitution sets up who is in charge of government. Who is in charge in
the event or place you selected?
Which other groups (press? voters?) are involved with the government? What
image might represent those groups in your metaphor?

Use the space below to take notes on your group discussion, and create your
metaphor on a separate sheet of paper.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
LESSON 6

The Constitution’s Five Basic Principles of Government
When the framers were writing the Constitution, they structured the entire
document around five central principles: limited government, popular
sovereignty, federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances. All
five principles continue to guide the operations of our government today.

Activity 1
It’s time for a constitutional scavenger hunt! Review Chapter 3, Section 1, of your
textbook, including the definitions of the five basic principles of our constitutional
government. Then, using the text of the Constitution found in your textbook’s
Reference Section, find at least two places in the document (from the Preamble,
Articles, and Bill of Rights) that put into practice each of the five principles. Record
your findings in the spaces provided.
1.

Limited government
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2.

Popular sovereignty
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

3.

Federalism
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

4.

Separation of powers
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

5.

Checks and balances
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 2
Some of the following statements were made by philosophers who inspired the
framers of the Constitution; others were made by people who played a significant
role in the history of the United States. Read each quotation and then, in the spaces
provided, write which of the five principles of government it describes.
1.

“When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body
of magistrates, there can be no liberty.… Again, there is no liberty, if the judiciary power be not
separated from the legislative and executive.” (Baron de Montesquieu, Spirit of Laws)
________________________________________________________________________________

2.

“The people made the Constitution, and the people can unmake it. It is the creature of their will,
and lives only by their will.” (Chief Justice John Marshall, Cohens v. Com. of Virginia, 1821)
________________________________________________________________________________

3.

“An elective despotism [i.e., of the Congress] was not the government we fought for; but one which
should not only be founded on free principles, but in which the powers of government should be
so divided and balanced among several bodies of magistracy, as that no one could transcend their
legal limits without being effectually checked and restrained by the others.” (James Madison, The
Federalist No. 48, 1788)
________________________________________________________________________________

4.

“In the early history of the organization of the government, its statesmen seem to have divided
on the line which should separate the powers of the National government from those of the State
governments, and though this line has never been very well defined in public opinion, such a
division has continued from that day to this.” (Samuel Freeman Miller, Supreme Court Justice,
Slaughter-House Cases, 1873)
________________________________________________________________________________

5.

“[T]he government of the Union, though limited in its powers, is supreme within its sphere of
action. This would seem to result, necessarily, from its nature. It is the government of all; its powers
are delegated by all; it represents all, and acts for all.” (Chief Justice John Marshall, McCulloch v.
Maryland, 1819)
________________________________________________________________________________

Activity 3
Answer the following questions in the spaces provided.
1.

Which of the five principles do you think is the most important to society today? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________

2.

Which of the five principles do you think is the most important to you? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3
LESSON 7

Ensuring a Balance of Power
One of the five basic principles of government is checks and balances. The first three
articles of the Constitution describe the ways each branch can limit, or “check,”
the actions of the others. The framers of the Constitution hoped that this design
would ensure a balanced distribution of power throughout our government.

Activity
The following statements describe some checks and balances outlined in the
Constitution. On your own or with a partner, read each statement. Use your
textbook’s Reference Section to read the actual text of the Constitution for each
power mentioned. Think about what each power means, and write which branch has
the check, which branch (or branches) is limited by the check, and how the check
balances the power among the branches. The first question is done as an example.
Example
1.

The House of Representatives can ask for the impeachment of the president and vice
president and federal judges. (Article I, Section 2, Clause 5, and Article II, Section 4)
This is a check by the legislative branch on the executive and judicial branches.
________________________________________________________________________
Members of those branches have to follow the laws or risk impeachment. The House
________________________________________________________________________
of Representatives holds the president, vice president, and judges accountable.
________________________________________________________________________

2.

Congress may override executive branch vetoes. (Article I, Section 7, Clause 2)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

3.

The Senate is the jury for an impeachment trial; it determines if the impeached person remains in
power. (Article I, Section 3, Clause 6)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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4.

Congress has the power to declare war. (Article I, Section 8, Clause 11)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

5.

The House of Representatives introduces all bills related to raising revenue. (Article I, Section 7,
Clause 1)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

6.

The Senate approves all treaties made by the president. (Article II, Section 2, Clause 2)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

7.

The Senate confirms presidential nominations for federal judgeships including the Supreme Court.
(Article II, Section 2, Clause 2)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

8.

Congress has the power to determine jurisdiction (which types of cases are heard in which types of
courts) for federal courts. (Article III, Section 2, Clause 2)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

9.

The president nominates Supreme Court justices. (Article II, Section 2, Clause 2)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

10.

The president can veto bills. (Article I, Section 7, Clause 2)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

11.

The president can pardon persons convicted of breaking federal laws. (Article II, Section 2, Clause 1)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
I. An Overview of the Constitution
A. The U.S. Constitution is an outline of government. It contains the basic principles that guide
our government.
B. The Constitution begins with the Preamble. It is followed by ______________________ articles
and twenty-seven amendments.
II. Five Basic Principles
A. Our government is limited. It cannot take away certain rights. Our leaders are not above the law.
B. The______________________ are the source of all political power. This is called popular
sovereignty.
C. The national and state governments share authority. This political system is called
______________________.
D. The three branches of government have separate powers. Those three branches are
______________________, the president, and the judiciary.
E. _________________________________ allow each branch to have a little control over each of
the other branches.

32

Guided Reading Workbook

© EMC Publishing, LLC

Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: __________________

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
Understanding the Main Ideas Handout
An Overview of the Constitution
The Constitution is an outline for government. The Preamble introduces it. It is
followed by seven articles, or numbered sections, and twenty-seven amendments. The
amendments are changes or additions.

Five Basic Principles
Five basic beliefs form the basis for our government.

Limited Government
Ours is a limited government. It has only the powers given to it through the
Constitution. It cannot take away certain rights each person has. Our leaders are not
above the law.

Popular Sovereignty
The people are the source of all political power. Our government is based on this idea.

Federalism
Power is divided between the central and state governments. This system is called
federalism.

Separation of Powers
The three branches of government are Congress, the president, and the court system.
They are separate. Each branch has different duties. No single branch holds more
power than another.

Checks and Balances
Checks and balances allow each branch to have a little control over each of the other
branches. This guards against the abuse of power.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 2
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
I. The Legislative Branch
A. The legislature is the branch that makes the laws. It is a
_________________________________, which means it has two houses.
B. In a republic, the citizens assign the tasks of governing to a smaller group of people.
______________________ argued in favor of a republic in The Federalist No. 10.
C. Article I of the Constitution describes the legislative branch.
D. Congress can do anything “necessary and proper” to carry out its duties. Article I, Section
___________ of the Constitution gives it broad powers.
E. In the House, representation is based on population. House terms last for
______________________. Senate terms last for ______________________.
F. A(n) ______________________ legislature consists of only one house.
G. With a unicameral legislature, lawmaking is faster and more efficient, and laws are more likely
to reflect public opinion.
H. It is difficult for a(n) ______________________ legislature to represent more than one set of
interests or the different levels of the federal government. Two legislative houses are more likely
to keep watch over each other. Quick changes in the law might not be an advantage. There
might be a confusing mixture of too many laws.
II. The Executive Branch
A. The executive branch executes, or carries out, the laws. In the United States, the
______________________ is the head of the executive branch.
B. The founders were afraid they might accidentally create a system that would lead to
______________________. They were divided in their opinions about whether the executive
should be more than one person, how long that person would serve, and how the person would
be elected.
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C. The founders decided that one president could serve an unlimited number of four-year terms.
The president would be chosen by the _________________________________. In this system,
citizens would vote for a group of electors from each state. The electors would vote for the
candidates. The Constitution also lists the president’s qualifications and powers.
D. The founders chose a ______________________ system in which the leader is chosen
separately from the legislature. An alternative is the parliamentary system.
E. In a parliamentary system, the executive, or prime minister, is a member of the
______________________ and is chosen by its members. Most citizens do not vote for the
national leader.
F. It is easier for a prime minister to get the legislature to pass programs. However, the legislature
can force the prime minister out of office.
III. The Judicial Branch
A. The judicial branch of government ______________________ the laws and judges whether
laws have been broken.
B. The founders believed the judicial branch was the least likely to annoy or injure citizens.
C. Justices of the Supreme Court can keep their jobs for life, as long as they maintain
______________________. They do not have to gain approval of others. They can focus on
doing what is just.
D. The process of _________________________________ allows the Supreme Court to declare
an act of Congress or of the executive branch unconstitutional. This means that the act does
not follow constitutional principles. Judicial review can help keep the people, as authors of the
Constitution, above the government.
E. The ______________________ is the only court created by the Constitution. Congress is given
the power to create lower courts.
F. If the legislature is supreme, its laws are not challenged. The court cannot strike them down.
Our Supreme Court has the power to challenge the legislature but rarely does so.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 2
Understanding the Main Ideas Handout
The Legislative Branch
All governments must be able to make laws, carry out the laws, and explain the laws.
Separate branches of our government handle these tasks. The legislature is the branch
that makes the laws. It is a bicameral legislature. This means it has two houses.

The Case for Representation
James Madison made a case for a republic, or representative government. He wrote
about it in The Federalist No. 10. The citizens give the tasks of governing to a smaller
group of people.

What Does the Constitution Say?
Article I describes the legislative branch. Congress can do anything “necessary and
proper” to carry out its duties. Article I, Section 8 gives it broad powers.
In the House, the number of members a district has is based on the number of
people who live there. Members of the House run for office every two years. They are
more likely to do what citizens want.
Members of the Senate have six-year terms. They do not have to worry as much
about staying popular.

Possible Alternatives: A Unicameral Legislature?
The founders could have called for a unicameral legislature, with only one house.
Many countries have them. There are advantages and disadvantages. Making laws is
faster and more efficient. Laws are also more likely to be what the public wants.
On the other hand, a unicameral legislature is more likely to respond to only
certain groups. Two houses are more likely to keep watch over each other.
Public opinion can change quickly. Fast changes in the law might not be good. The
public might change its mind and want the laws changed back. Rapid changes might
also mean a mixture of too many laws.

The Executive Branch
The executive sees that the laws are carried out. In our system, the president is the head
of the executive branch. The president also takes part in making laws and policies. He
or she can suggest, encourage, and veto laws.

Fears of the Founders
The founders feared creating a system that would lead to tyranny. They wondered if the
executive should be more than one person. Should he or she be able to seek office many
times? Should he or she be elected by the people or by the legislature? The founders did
not agree.
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What Does the Constitution Say?
The answer the founders chose is complex. One president could serve any number of
four-year terms. The president would be chosen by the electoral college. The people vote
for a group of electors from each state. The electors then vote for the president.
The Constitution also lists the president’s duties and powers. He or she must tell
Congress how the country is doing and propose steps that can be taken for the national
good. It states, too, that the president can be impeached for certain crimes.

Possible Alternatives: A Parliamentary System?
The founders chose a presidential system. The leader is chosen apart from the
legislature. Many other countries have a parliamentary system.
In a parliamentary system, the prime minister is a member of the legislature. He
or she is chosen by its members. Most citizens cannot vote for the national leader.
It is easier for a prime minister to get the legislature to pass programs. However,
he or she cannot stop it from abusing its power. The legislature can force the prime
minister out of office with a vote of “no confidence.” In some cases, the prime minister
can call for elections and time them for when his or her party is popular.

The Judicial Branch
Judicial power is the power to explain the laws and judge whether laws have been
broken. During this process, the courts sometimes make law as well.

The “Least Dangerous” Branch
Alexander Hamilton said the judicial branch would not abuse people’s rights as long
as the branches were kept apart. He believed it had the least power to annoy or injure
citizens.
The founders did not want the courts to be controlled by special interests. For
this reason, Supreme Court judges serve for life. They do not have to gain the favor of
others. They can focus on doing what is just.
Over time, the Supreme Court took up the practice of judicial review. This means
the Supreme Court may declare an act of the other branches unconstitutional. In other
words, the Court can decide that the act does not follow the Constitution. It will not be
enforced.
Judicial review is not in the Constitution. However, Hamilton argued in favor of
it in The Federalist No. 78. He believed that it helped keep the people, as authors of the
Constitution, above the government.

What Does the Constitution Say?
The Supreme Court is the only court created by the Constitution. Its judges serve for
life, as long as they maintain good behavior. The Constitution describes the types of
cases the Court can hear. It describes the area over which it has power. Congress has the
power to create lower courts.

Possible Alternatives: Legislative Supremacy?
If a legislature is supreme, its laws are not challenged. A court cannot strike them down.
This would be a system of legislative supremacy. In our system, the Supreme Court
has the power to challenge laws. However, it rarely uses that power.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
I. Republican Remedies
A. The founders used separation of powers and checks and balances to be sure government
controlled itself. This protected the rights of the people.
B. Separation of powers means that the legislative, executive, and judicial powers are not given
to the same people. The principle of checks and balances allows one branch of government
to police the others. The president, for example, can reject an act of Congress using the
______________________.
II. What Does the Constitution Say?
Checks and balances are provided for within the first three articles:
A. Article I of the Constitution sets up a bicameral legislature and gives the president the veto.
B. Article II gives the president the power to recommend and carry out laws. He or she is
also named _________________________________ of the armed forces. However, only
______________________ can declare war.
C. Article III creates the ______________________.
III. Possible Alternatives: Fusion of Powers?
A(n) _________________________________ system involves fusion of powers. The branches
of government are not separate. No checks and balances limit the use of power.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3
Understanding the Main Ideas Handout
Republican Remedies
Separation of powers means that the powers of government are not all given to the
same people. This prevents people from abusing those powers. The system of checks
and balances allows one branch of government to police the others. For example, the
president can veto, or reject, an act of Congress. These limits on power protect the
freedoms of the people.

What Does the Constitution Say?
Articles I, II, and III outline the separation of powers and provide checks and balances:
• Article I sets up a bicameral legislature. It gives the president the veto.
• Article II gives the president the power to recommend and carry out laws. He or she
is also named commander in chief of the armed forces. However, only Congress can
declare war.
• Article III creates the Supreme Court.

Possible Alternatives: Fusion of Powers?
A parliamentary system involves fusion of powers. The branches of government are
not separate. No checks and balances limit the use of power. However, the people may
still use their voting power to keep leaders under control.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 4
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
I. Formal Amendments
A. The Constitution can be changed only by formal amendment. Although many changes have
been suggested over the years, only ______________________ have become amendments.
B. Some amendments have been passed to protect civil liberties and rights. Some have been passed
to change rules affecting political matters.
II. What Does the Constitution Say?
A. An amendment can be proposed by ______________________ of the House and the Senate. It
can also be proposed at a constitutional convention that has been requested by two-thirds of the
states.
B. Amendments must be approved either by the legislatures of ______________________ of the
states or by conventions of three-fourths of the states.
III. Interpreting the Constitution
A. Congress can pass laws that add details to the wording of the Constitution.
B. Actions of the president may also affect the way we interpret the Constitution. For
example, to reach agreements with other countries, the president may use the process of
_________________________________. The approval of the Senate is not required. This
process is not described in the Constitution.
C. The ______________________ Court can interpret the Constitution in a new way.
D. Both houses of Congress are divided into groups by ______________________ party. These
parties have much influence on how government is run. Custom has also affected how things
are done.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 4
Understanding the Main Ideas Handout
Formal Amendments
The founders included special rules for changing the Constitution. It can be
changed only by formal amendment. This process is outlined in the Constitution.
Many changes have been proposed over the years. Only twenty-seven have become
amendments. Some have been passed to protect civil liberties and rights. Some have
been passed to change rules. The founders made changing the Constitution hard. They
did not want it to be done for minor reasons.

What Does the Constitution Say?
To pass an amendment, both the states and national government must approve.
An amendment can be proposed by two-thirds of the House and the Senate or by a
constitutional convention. The convention is held if two-thirds of the states request
it. Amendments must be approved either by state legislatures or by conventions of the
states.

Interpreting the Constitution
The Constitution leaves out many details of governing. These details can be filled in
without changing the Constitution. All three branches of government do this.

Congressional Legislation
Congress passes laws that add details to the wording of the Constitution.

Executive Agreement
The actions of presidents can also add more details. For example, making treaties with
other countries can be complex. To reach agreements more easily, the president can use
the process of executive agreement. The approval of the Senate is not required.

Judicial Interpretation
The Supreme Court can interpret the Constitution in a new way. Sometimes people
disagree with the Court’s decisions.

Interpretation by Political Parties and Custom
Congress is divided into groups by political party. These parties affect how government
is run. Custom has also affected how things are done.
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CHAPTER 3
Graphic Organizer Activity 1
Supply the missing words in the blank spaces of this graphic organizer.

ARTICLES OF THE
CONSTITUTION

Preamble

Article I

Article II

Article III

42
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_________________________________.
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Article IV

Article V

Article VI

Discusses the relation of the states to one
another and to the national government.

Describes how the Constitution can be
______________________.

Names the Constitution as the supreme law
of the ______________________.

Lists the requirements for

Article VII
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CHAPTER 3
Graphic Organizer Activity 2
Supply the missing words in the blank spaces of this graphic organizer.

POWERS OF THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

Legislative
Branch

Executive
Branch

Judicial
Branch

Collect taxes.

Commander in chief of the
armed forces.

Judicial power is given to one
Supreme Court.

Regulate commerce.

Can grant pardons for offenses
against the United States.

______________________
may create other federal courts.

Makes treaties with other
countries.

Justices serve for

Coin and regulate
______________________ .

Raise and manage armed
services.

Appoints ambassadors,
ministers, consuls,
Supreme Court

______________________ .

The Supreme Court hears only
certain types of cases.

______________________ ,
and other officials.
Make
______________________ .
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CHAPTER 3
Vocabulary Activity 1
Complete each sentence by unscrambling the key term and writing it in the blank.
nmadmesnet

1.

______________________ are changes or additions to the Constitution.

relegtasilu

2.

The body of government that makes laws in an indirect democracy is
called the ______________________.

icratsel

3.

The Constitution is divided into sections called
______________________.

iuceexvte

4.

The chief ______________________ in our government is the president.

licaidju wopre

5.

_________________________________ is the power to interpret laws
and judge whether laws have been broken.

maeplebr

6.

Our Constitution is introduced by a statement called the
______________________.

lamcaunire lreegtasilu

7.

When a lawmaking body has only one house, it is a
_________________________________.

mecrabila ulretegasil

8.

When a lawmaking body has two houses, it is a
_________________________________.
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CHAPTER 3
Vocabulary Activity 2
Write the letter of the best answer in the blank to the left.
1. _____ In a ___, the executive leader is chosen independently of the legislature.
a. judicial system
b. presidential system
c. democracy
d. parliamentary system
2. _____ In a ___, the executive is a member of the legislature.
a. judicial system
b. presidential system
c. democracy
d. parliamentary system
3. _____ Under a system of ___, the legislature’s laws stand unchallenged.
a. parliament
b. dictatorship
c. legislative supremacy
d. judicial review
4. _____ The branches of our government use a system of ___ to police one another.
a. checks and balances
b. judicial review
c. veto
d. fusion of powers
5. _____ The president can ___ an act of Congress if he or she does not approve.
a. amend
b. veto
c. execute
d. ratify
6. _____ Under a ___, the legislative, executive, and judicial powers are not given to the same people.
a. separation of powers
b. fusion of powers
c. system of checks and balances
d. formal amendment
7. _____ A parliamentary system involves a ___ because the branches of government are not separate.
a. separation of powers
b. judicial review
c. fusion of powers
d. unicameral legislature
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
What Is the Constitution?
Pacing
왘 Regular Schedule: 2 days
왘 Block Schedule: 1 day
Objectives
After completing this lesson, students will be able to
왘 describe how the Constitution is organized
왘 tell why the Constitution is relatively brief
왘 list ﬁve basic principles central to our constitutional form of
government
Chapter Introduction
Choose from the following activities to introduce the chapter:
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 67
쏔 Introducing the Chapter, ATE, page 67
Read
Assign the following readings:
쏔 ST pages 66–70
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 69
Focus and Motivate
Try these activities:
쏔 Kickoff Activity, ATE, page 68
쏔 Activating Prior Knowledge, ATE, page 68
Teach
Introduce and explain the key concepts, and then use one or
more of the following activities to expand on those concepts:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 1, Lecture Presentation, MPL
쏔 Vocabulary Support, ATE, page 68
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 69
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 69
쏔 Background Note, ATE, page 69
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 69
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 70
쏔 Developing Your Political Skills, “Analyzing Primary and
Secondary Sources,” ST and ATE, page 71
쏔 Tutorial 1, “The Elastic Clause,” PCD

AB = Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key ATE = Annotated Teacher’s Edition CW = Constitution Workbook ETL = Extending
the Lesson: Analyzing Documents and Cartoons GRW = Guided Reading Workbook IRC = Internet Resource Center MPL = Microsoft®
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Assign
Assign one or more of these activities to give students
additional review and practice with the key concepts:
쏔 Chapter 3, Graphic Organizer Activity 1, GRW, pages 39–40
쏔 Analyzing Primary Sources, ATE, page 70
쏔 Lesson 5, “The Purpose and Framework of the U.S.
Constitution,” CW, pages XX–XX
쏔 Lesson 6, “The Constitution’s Five Basic Principles of
Government,” CW, pages XX–XX
Assess
Administer one or more of the following assessment tools:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 1 Assessment, ST, page 70
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 1 Quiz, AB, page XX
쏔 Constitution Review and Assessment, ST, page 773
Reteach/Review
As needed, assign the following materials for students
requiring further work on the concepts in this lesson:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 1 Outlining Activity, GRW, page 29
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 1 Understanding the Main Ideas Handout,
GRW, page 30
쏔 Reteaching Activity, ATE, page 70
Enrich/Extend
Choose from the following features for
enrichment and extension:
쏔 American Government Online, “Learn about Your
Constitution,” ST, page 69
쏔 Comparing Political Systems, ATE, page 69
쏔 Cross-curricular Connection, ATE, page 71
쏔 Cooperative Learning, ATE, page 97
Optional
Consider offering one or more of these
optional learning experiences:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 1 Spanish Audio Summaries CDs
쏔 ExamView® Test Generator on CD-ROM
쏔 CQ Researcher: Classroom Edition
쏔 EMC Internet Resource Center

AB = Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key ATE = Annotated Teacher’s Edition CW = Constitution Workbook ETL = Extending
the Lesson: Analyzing Documents and Cartoons GRW = Guided Reading Workbook IRC = Internet Resource Center MPL = Microsoft®
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Name: _________________________________ Class: _____________________ Date: _____________
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 2
The Three Branches of Government
Pacing
왘 Regular Schedule: 2 days
왘 Block Schedule: 1 day
Objectives
After completing this lesson, students will be able to
왘 tell why James Madison believed that representatives of the
people should make the laws
왘 describe the organization and powers of Congress
왘 explain the selection and powers of the executive
왘 describe the role of the judiciary and how it is affected by
politics
Read
Assign the following readings:
쏔 ST pages 72–77, 79–83, and 85
쏔 Vocabulary Support, ATE, page 72
쏔 Differentiated Instruction, ATE, page 73
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 74
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 76
Focus and Motivate
Try these activities:
쏔 Kickoff Activity, ATE, page 72
쏔 Activating Prior Knowledge, ATE, page 72
Teach
Introduce and explain the key concepts, and then use one or
more of the following activities to expand on those concepts:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 2, Lecture Presentation, MPL
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 72
쏔 Thinking Like a Political Scientist, ATE, page 73
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 73,
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 73
쏔 In the Past, “Selecting Senators,” ST and ATE, page 74
쏔 Background Note, ATE, page 74
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 74
쏔 The Constitution Says, “Placing Limits on State Powers,” ST
and ATE, page 75
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 75
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 75
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 76
AB = Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key ATE = Annotated Teacher’s Edition CW = Constitution Workbook ETL = Extending
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쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 76
쏔 Teaching with Visuals (ﬁrst), ATE, page 77
쏔 The Way Things Were, ATE, page 77
쏔 Government Today, ATE, page 77
쏔 Teaching with Visuals (second), ATE, page 77
쏔 Let’s Debate, “Should the Electoral College Be Replaced?” ST
and ATE, page 78
쏔 The Constitution Says, “Administering the Laws,” ST and
ATE, page 79
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 79
쏔 Background Note, ATE, page 79
쏔 Teaching with Visuals (ﬁrst), ATE, page 80
쏔 Comparing Political Systems, ATE, page 80
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 80
쏔 Teaching with Visuals (second), ATE, page 80
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 81
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 81
쏔 More on the Constitution, ATE, page 81
쏔 Differentiated Instruction, ATE, page 81
쏔 Teaching with Visuals (ﬁrst), ATE, page 82
쏔 Supreme Court Cases, ATE, page 82
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 82
쏔 Teaching with Visuals (second), ATE, page 82
쏔 Landmark Decisions, INS v. Chadha (1983), ST and ATE, page 84
Assign
Assign one or more of these activities to give students
additional review and practice with the key concepts:
쏔 Chapter 3, Graphic Organizer Activity 2, GRW, page 41
쏔 Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activity 1, GRW, page 42
쏔 Writing Idea, ATE, page 73
쏔 Writing Idea, ATE, page 76
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 80
쏔 The Constitution Says, “Are the Justices Behaving?” ST and
ATE, page 81
쏔 Writing Idea, ATE, page 82
쏔 Inside the Beltway, “Jeff Mandell: Law Clerk,” ST and ATE,
page 83
Assess
Administer one or more of the following assessment tools:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 2 Assessment, ST, page 85
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 2 Quiz, AB, page XX
Reteach/Review
As needed, assign the following materials for students
requiring further work on the concepts in this lesson:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 2 Outlining Activity, GRW, pages 31–32
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 2 Understanding the Main Ideas Handout,
GRW, pages 33–34
쏔 Reteaching Activity, ATE, page 85
AB = Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key ATE = Annotated Teacher’s Edition CW = Constitution Workbook ETL = Extending
the Lesson: Analyzing Documents and Cartoons GRW = Guided Reading Workbook IRC = Internet Resource Center MPL = Microsoft®
PowerPoint® Lectures on CD-ROM PCD = Power-Practice: Interactive Student CD for American Government ST = Student Text
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Enrich/Extend
Choose from the following features for
enrichment and extension:
쏔 Active Citizenship, ATE, page 74
쏔 Issues for Debate, ATE, page 75
쏔 Cooperative Learning, ATE, page 75
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 76
쏔 “A Republic…,” “Find Your Constitutions and Read Them,”
ST and ATE, page 76
쏔 Cross-curricular Connection, ATE, page 77
쏔 Internet Activity, ATE, page 78
쏔 More on the Constitution, ATE, page 79
쏔 Research and Report, ATE, page 80
쏔 Internet Activity, ATE, page 80
쏔 Analyzing Primary Sources, ATE, page 82
쏔 Differentiated Instruction, ATE, page 82
쏔 Classroom and Community, ATE, page 83
쏔 Classroom and Community, ATE, page 84
쏔 “A Republic…,” “Figure Out the Winners and Losers in Your
Constitutions,” ST and ATE, page 85
Optional
Consider offering one or more of these
optional learning experiences:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 2 Spanish Audio Summaries CDs
쏔 ExamView® Test Generator on CD-ROM
쏔 CQ Researcher: Classroom Edition
쏔 EMC Internet Resource Center

AB = Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key ATE = Annotated Teacher’s Edition CW = Constitution Workbook ETL = Extending
the Lesson: Analyzing Documents and Cartoons GRW = Guided Reading Workbook IRC = Internet Resource Center MPL = Microsoft®
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Name: _________________________________ Class: _____________________ Date: _____________
M T W TH F

CHAPTER 3, SECTIONS 3 AND 4
Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances, and
Amending and Interpreting the Constitution
Pacing
왘 Regular Schedule: 2 days
왘 Block Schedule: 1 day
Objectives
After completing this lesson, students will be able to
왘 describe the purpose of the separation of powers
왘 describe how the system of checks and balances works
왘 explain why James Madison argued that separation of powers
and checks and balances were particularly necessary in a
republic
왘 describe how the Constitution is formally amended
왘 describe how the Constitution is interpreted
왘 state their opinions on whether constitutions should be easy or
difﬁcult to amend
Read
Assign the following readings:
쏔 ST pages 86–89, 91–94, and 96
Focus and Motivate
Try these activities:
쏔 Kickoff Activity, ATE, page 86
쏔 Activating Prior Knowledge, ATE, page 86
쏔 Vocabulary Support, ATE, page 86
쏔 Kickoff Activity, ATE, page 91
쏔 Activating Prior Knowledge, ATE, page 91
쏔 Vocabulary Support, ATE, page 91
Teach
Introduce and explain the key concepts, and then use one or
more of the following activities to expand on those concepts:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 3, Lecture Presentation, MPL
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 4, Lecture Presentation, MPL
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 87
쏔 More on the Constitution, ATE, page 87
쏔 Discussion Starter (ﬁrst), ATE, page 87
쏔 Discussion Starter (second), ATE, page 87
AB = Assessment Book: Tests and Quizzes with Answer Key ATE = Annotated Teacher’s Edition CW = Constitution Workbook ETL = Extending
the Lesson: Analyzing Documents and Cartoons GRW = Guided Reading Workbook IRC = Internet Resource Center MPL = Microsoft®
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쏔 Comparing Governments, “Checks and Balances in Europe,”
ST and ATE, page 88
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 88
쏔 Critical Thinking (ﬁrst), ATE, page 88
쏔 Critical Thinking (second), ATE, page 88
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 89
쏔 What’s at Stake? “Arnold for President?” ST and ATE, page 90
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 91
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 92
쏔 Critical Thinking (ﬁrst), ATE, page 92
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 92
쏔 Critical Thinking (second), ATE, page 92
쏔 Critical Thinking (ﬁrst), ATE, page 93
쏔 Critical Thinking (second), ATE, page 93
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 93
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 94
쏔 Critical Thinking, ATE, page 94
쏔 Discussion Starter, ATE, page 94
쏔 Proﬁles in Citizenship, “Lissa Morgenthaler-Jones,” ST and
ATE, page 95
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 95
쏔 Teaching with Visuals, ATE, page 96
Assign
Assign one or more of these activities to give students
additional review and practice with the key concepts:
쏔 Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activity 2, GRW, pages 43–44
쏔 Writing Idea, ATE, page 87
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 87
쏔 Reading Support, ATE, page 92
쏔 Writing Idea, ATE, page 93
쏔 Writing Idea, ATE, page 94
쏔 Lesson 7, “Ensuring a Balance of Power,” CW, pages XX–XX
쏔 Lesson 5, “Documents: Executive Power in Nazi Germany and
Modern Russia,” ETL, pages 9–10
쏔 Lesson 6, “Debate: Should the Courts Interpret the U.S.
Constitution Narrowly?” ETL, pages 11–12
Assess
Administer one or more of the following assessment tools:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 3 Assessment, ST, page 89
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 4 Assessment, ST, page 96
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 3 Quiz, AB, page XX
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 4 Quiz, AB, page XX
쏔 Chapter 3 Review and Assessment, ST, pages 97–99
쏔 Chapter 3, Test A, AB, page XX
쏔 Chapter 3, Test B, AB, page XX
쏔 Chapter 3 Review and Practice Tests, PCD
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Reteach/Review
As needed, assign the following materials for students
requiring further work on the concepts in this lesson:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 3 Outlining Activity, GRW, page 35
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 4 Outlining Activity, GRW, page 37
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 3 Understanding the Main Ideas Handout,
GRW, page 36
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 4 Understanding the Main Ideas Handout,
GRW, page 38
쏔 Reteaching Activity, ATE, page 89
쏔 Reteaching Activity, ATE, page 96
쏔 Chapter 3 Flash Cards, PCD
쏔 Chapter 3 Vocabulary Exercises, PCD
Enrich/Extend
Choose from the following features for
enrichment and extension:
쏔 Cross-curricular Connection, ATE, page 88
쏔 Differentiated Instruction, ATE, page 90
쏔 Active Citizenship, ATE, page 92
쏔 Differentiated Instruction, ATE, page 92
쏔 “A Republic…,” “Consider Working for a Change in Your
Constitutions,” ST and ATE, page 93
쏔 Cooperative Learning, ATE, page 93
쏔 American Government Online, “Explore Constitutional
Amendments,” ST and ATE, page 94
쏔 Classroom and Community, ATE, page 94
쏔 Differentiated Instruction, ATE, page 94
쏔 Chapter 3 Activities, Projects, Simulations, ST and ATE,
page 99
Optional
Consider offering one or more of these
optional learning experiences:
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 3 Spanish Audio Summaries CDs
쏔 Chapter 3, Section 4 Spanish Audio Summaries CDs
쏔 ExamView® Test Generator on CD-ROM
쏔 CQ Researcher: Classroom Edition
쏔 EMC Internet Resource Center
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